
































































































































1653] 188
silk hood. Alice Flint was presented for wearing a
silk hood, but ‘proving herself to be worth £200, she
- was excused. Jonas Fairbanks was charged with
wearing great boots. But he was cleared, as the law
did not strictly apply to his case. Other similar prose-
cutions took place at different times. Could Jjudicious
sumptuary regulations be enforced, they would no
doubt produce good. But when running into an ex-
treme, they are more contemned than respected, and
more provoke than reform'./
1653.

V * April 30th. For the relief of Richard Stackhouse’s
family, he was allowed to have the profit of the Ferry
towards Ipswich, if he should find boat and men.

tMay 2d. William Hathorne, as among the
Commissioners of the United Colonies, took part in
ordering 500 men to be raised against the Dutch at
New-Netherlands, who were reported as engaged in
fomenting a war between the Indians and the English.
1 As Massachusetts was benefitted by commerce with
the Dutch, she was unwilling to have war, and thus the
- league between her and the other Colonies liked to
have been broken. §3d. Mr. Norris wrote an inter-
esting letter to the Commissioners, in which he gave sev-
eral reasons why war should be waged with the Dutch.

|| 18th. General Courtsat. Mr. Endicott was elec-
ted Governor. Thomas Lothrop and Jacob Barney
were Deputies. The Court forbid provision to be
carried among the French and Dutch of America.
They order that no person shall begin to preach or
prophecy, without the approbation of Elders belonging
to the four next churches or County Court. They ap-
pear to have adopted this measure on account of the
difficulty, which they experienced the previous session
with respect to Mr. Powell, who had received a call
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from the new Church in Boston, but to whose ordina- -
tion they were opposed, because they considered him
not qualified for such a station. In the October session
of next year they recommended Mr. Reyner to the
same Church.

* June 30th. Theophilus Salter was sentenced to

y £5, the witness fees, for endeavouring to marry
ﬁary Smith without her friends consent. There were:
other cases of this sort. )

1 Aug. 30th. General Court enact, that a profana-
tion of the Sabbath shall be followed with admonition
for first offence, 5s. for second, and 10s. or whipping,
not above five stripes, for the third offence.

1Sept. 20th. William Hathorne and the other
Commissioners resolve on a war. with Ninnigret, the
Niantick Sachem, because he had taken and slain some
of the Long Island Indians, who were allies to the
Colonies.  24th. They recommend the education of
six pious Indians at tife gollege. They encourage Mr.
Elliot’s printing an Indian Catechism, and Thomas
Stanton to assist him.

1654.

§ Before this year, the persons, chosen to conduct
the business of the town, having been called, for the
most part, the seven-men, began to have the title of
select-men, which has continued ever since.

|| May 3d.. General Court convenes. Mr. Endicott
was chosen Deputy Governor. William Brown and
Henry Bartholomew were . Deputies. The Court re-
solve that no instructors, who were of unsound princi-
ples and immoral conduct, should be allowed to teach
school.

1 27th. An order was passed that any townsmen,
duly warned, and declining to take part in public meet-
ings, either in person or by prozy, should be fined 18d.

*Qt.Ct.R. +Col.R. tHaz.Col. §T.R. JCol.R. TT.R.
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* June 9th. William Hathorne was on a committee
of four to draft an answer for Cromwell, who had
written a request for the Colonies to commence war
with the Dutch. Their reply was accepted by the
Court at their next session, and was dated August 24th.

t28th. William Bartholomew was chosen County
Treasurer, as appeared by votes in the hands of the
Commissioners froyl the several towns.

1 August 22d. ¥ General Court convenes. They
order that no person shall carry out of Massachu-
setts more than 20s. in coin, to pay his expenses.
They appointed searchers, who were authorized to en-
force such a regulation. They designated Samuel
Archer for Salem in reference to this business. They
forbid sheep to be transported, and any, under two years
old, to be killed. / They require that honourable sup-
port shall be granted to ministers; and that the County’
Courts, when acquainted with deficiencies in this re-
spect, shall specify a proper salary, and issue a warrant
to the selectmen for its collection. They forbid any
to retain books, lately imported from England, under
the names of John Reeves and Lodowick Muggleton,
who pretended to be the two last witnesses, spoken of
in the Apocalypse. They order a thanksgiving to be
observed the 7th of September, for peace between
England and Holland; hopeful establishment of gov-
ernment in the mother country; good harvest; and
prevention of an impending war with New Netherlands.
Oct. 18th. The Court command the productions of
Reeves and Muggleton to be consumed by an execu-
tioner in Boston Market. They enact that no man
shall be Deputy, unless he be correct in the main doc-
trines of religion. They set wheat and barley at 5s.,
rye and peas 4s., and corn at 3s., for rates. § 20th.
The Court were petitioned by William Hathorne and
five others to protect the English in Acadie, which had
lately fallen into the hands of Cromwell.

» Col. R. tQt.CL.R tCol. R. § Haz. Col.



#*Nov. The Court agree that, for the despatch of
business, the Deputies shall eat, and especially dine
together in the Court House chamber. Lieut. Philips
was to supply each of them with breakfast, dinner and
supper, and a cap of wine or beer with the two last
meals, and fire and bed for 3s. a day. He was to fur-
nish a Deputy with dinner and wine or beer for 18d.

1655.

+ May 17th. The town agreed that Winter Island
should be appropriated for the use of the Fort ; and that
this should be finished with all convenient dispatch.
They appear to have agreed on a burial place at the
hill above Francis Low’s house.

$23d. General Court assemble. Mr. Endicott was
elected Governor. He held this office till his decease.
Edmund Batter was Deputy. ¥ The Court order a
house of correction to be in every county., They re-
quest that whoever should be Governor would reside in
Boston, or within 4 or five miles “ out of respect to
strangers.” They desired Mr. Endicott to comply
with their wish ¢ as much as his own necessary occa-
sion will permit.” They order the regiment of Essex
and of other counties to be paraded. v'They appointed
Edmund Batter, on a committee of four, to contract
with some merchants for supplying the Colony with
salt. In June of the next year, they granted John
Winthrop the sole privilege of manufacturing salt in the
Pequod country for 21 years. v/ They order a Council of
twelve churches, of which was the one here, to convene
at Ipswich June 3d, for the purpose of endeavoring to
settle a difference between the Church of Ipswich and
one of Boston, about Mr. Norton’s leaving the former
to become pastor of the latter. This subject had been

itated over two years, and produced a general ex-
citement. The Court grant to Gov. Endicott and his

* ColR. {T.R. t Col. R.
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heirs Cota Island, of about two acres near Marbiehead.
* By the will of hisson Zerubabel, dated March 27th,
1684, who had ten children, this Island with other
property was bequeathed to his five daughters.

t About July, an epidemic prevailed through New-
England, like that of 1647.

} Nov. 10th. The town chose Commissioners to try
small causes for the year ensuing. They chose Wil-
liam Hathorne, William Brown, and Edmund Batter,
to be presented to General Court for confirmation.
They appointed William Hathorne to marry persons.

§ 13th. 'The Court appoint County Committees to
devise the best means of trade for supplying'the wants
of the Colony. They designate Edmund Batter for
one of the Essex Committee.

1656.

[| June 14th. General Court sits. William Hath-
orne was Deputy. He was dropped as a primary Com-
missioner of the United Colonies, and became a reserve.
The €ourt grant that any one of three Commissioners,
for trying small causes, may marry people where no

\/magistrate resides. V'They state, that as clothing was
not easily imported, ¢ all hands not necessarily em-
ployed on other occasions, as women, girls and boys,”
are required to spin. They instruct the Selectmen of
every town to assess each family at one or more spin-
ners, except some otherwise engaged, which are to be
assessed individually 1-2 or 1-4 of a spinner according
to capacity.  They require that every spinner shall
make for 30 weeks in a year, 3 Ibs a week of linnen,
cotton, or woollen yarn, on penalty of 12d. for every Ib.
short. { They condemn Ann Hibbins, of Boston, widow
of the Agent in England, to be executed as a witch, on
the 19th of June. They appoint June 11th, for hu-
miliation, because ¢ Ranters and Quakers” disturb

* Probate Records.  + Hubbard. $T.R. § Col.R. | Col.R.
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England, that the Protector may be preserved from
s plotters;” that his naval and land forces may be
prospered ; that the Lord may be ¢ with the Protest-
ant armies against Antichrist;”’ that peace may be
among the Colony’s churches, and the ordinances be
more effectual, especially to children and servants.

*July. Cassandra, wife of Lawrence Southwick,
was admonished and fined Court fees, 2s6, for absence
from worship. 'This appears to be the first evidence of
her inclining to the Friends. tShe and her husband
were excommunicated after this from the Church,
which they joined March 24, 1639.

Oct. 14th. The Court of Assistants assemble.
They take into consideration the appearance of Friends
in their jurisdiction. They charge them with claiming
to be inspired, writing erroneous doctrines, and despis-
ing the orders of Church and State. They forbid any
master of a vessel to give them a passage to their Col-
ony, on the penalty of £100. They order that if any
Friend comes into Massachusetts, he shall be confined
in a house of correction; severely whipped ; be kept
at work, and not suffered to speak. They enact that
every person who shall bring books into the Colony,
maintaining doctrines of thenlgriends, shall pay £5, for
each of them; or who shall defend their doctrines,
shall pay 40s. for the first offence, £4 for the second,
and if persisting, shall be imprisoned and banished,
They require these laws to be published on the 21st in
several parts of Boston by beat of drum. They ap-
point thanksgiving to be Nov. b5th, for a plentiful crop,
and the settlement of difficulty in Churches. They
order a meeting on June 5th, of thirteen Elders from
Suffolk, Middlesex, and Essex, at Boston, to consider
Ecclesiastical questions, which had been proposed by
the General Court of Connecticut. They appointed
Mr. Norris, one of the Elders. Divines from other
Colonies were expected to convene with them. The

*Qt. Ct. R. t 1st Church R.
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subject for their consideration was the baptism of chil-
dren. 24th. As a matter of public concern, the
General Court reply to Cromwell’s proposal about
baving some of the Colonists emigrate to Jamaica,
which had been lately captured by his arms; and ex-
cuse themselves from having any direct agency in the
matter.—During this year, Samuel Sharp appears to
have died. He evidently took a deep interest in the
prosperity of the Colonies. * Oct. 26th, 1627, he as
one among the proprietors of New-Plymouth, sold his
right to Gov. Bradford and others, through Isaac Aller-
ton. April 30th, 1629, he was chosen in London to
be of Mr. Endicott’s Council. He was also designa-
ted, with Mr. Skelton, to rule the Colony in case of the
Governor’s decease. He seems to have come over in
the fleet, which brought Mr. Higginson. He succee-
ded Mr. Haughton, who died in the year of his ordi-
nation, as Ruling Elder. " A principal event of his life
was being cited to appear before the Legislature, which
commenced their session Sept. 2, 1635, in reference to
the letter, that the Church here, then under Roger
Williams, forwarded to other churches, on the subject
of disciplining the members of General Court. { The
next year, when a -general division of land took place,
the town granted him 300 acres, afterwards designated
to join Mr. Skelton’s farm on the head of North River.
In accordance with the Ecclesiastical usage of his day,
his office cxcluded him from all secular trusts. Hence,
he was not engaged in transactions, fitted to render
him prominent to the reflective view of posterity. But
there is reason to believe, that he has long ago expe-
rienced, that devotedness to the service of God, loses
nothing of its heavenly worth by earthly forgetfulness.
His wife was named Alice, and her name 1is amonﬁ the
first church members. 1 He left her and a family of
children to mourn his death and struggle with the pri-
vations of poverty.

* Hist. Col. v. 3.p. 46. t Town Grants.





