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of the Council assemble in Boston the 29th. Neither
Mr. Brown nor Gedney were presest at the latter ses-
sion. [t was moved, that proclamation be made, that
all officers, both civil and military, should be continued
in their offices, and that the laws, according to those of
England, should stand during his Excelency’s pleas-

ure.,

1687. '

* Feb. 7th. Wm. Brown sen. gives to the school
here the remainder of a farm, which had been
him by Salem, but not laid owt.—20th. Dr. George
Emory died. His - wife, Mary, had deceased 1673.
He was ted land 1636, and joimed the church here
1648. For years he was useful and respected in his
profession.

+ May 9th. Richard Leach died recently. He left
wife, Sarab, who jained the: church bere 1648. He
" left children, Jobn, Elizabeth, wife of Benjamin Col-
lins, Mary, wife of Benjamin Johnson, Hannah and Ra-
chel. He had lost a daughter Sarah, wife of Joseph
‘Herrick. He bhad been a Selectman. He command-
ed the company at Salem village. His will, written
beautifully on parchment, instead of being approved by
County Court, as ussal, was-approved‘by Sir Edmund
Andros, and also, bears the signature of his Deputy
. Secretarw John West. Hutchinsonremarks: ¢ It was
a great burden on widows and children, who lived re-
mote, to be obliged to come to Boston for every part
of busineéss, relative. ta_ the settlement of estates.”
Francis Collins, who had Yived bere fifty years, requests

rmission to keep a house of entertaioment. Wm.
gﬁver desires license to distil and sell liquor here. .

Aung. 9th. Wm. Gerrish died here. He came from
Boston the 6th for his health. He was buried 11th in
his brother Walter Price’s tomb. He was bom Aug.
19, 1627. He was a merchant at Bristal, England.
He settled first at Newbury. He had several children,

*T.R. 1Q.CtR.
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whom was Rev. Jeseph, of Wenham and Ben-
jamin, Collector of Salem district.—* Government re-
quired each town to choose a commissioner, as former-
ly, to join the Selectmen for assessing taxes. This re-
quisition was resisted in some places, as contrary to
the law of the land, which stated, that no taxes should
be assessed, without consent of the Assembly, chosen
by freeholders, and as infringing on the liberty of free
born English subjects. The Governor commanded about
thirteen, who opposed his order for taxes, to be impris-
oned in Boston and beavily fined. The most of them
belonged to Ipswich. Nothing but the fear of conse-
quences, kept the people from rising together, and do
as these sufferers had done.

t Sept. 24th. Jas. Thomas, as Captain of the ship
John, presents a petition to Governor Andros, which
stated, that he and other French Protestants had arriv-
ed at Salem Sept. 9th and that the ship was seized the
14¢th, - He desired, that her trial might come oa, and
that if judgement should be given against her, enough
might be allowed to pay the seamen, and relieve him-
self from distress.

I Nov. 17th. By agreement of churches, Thanks-
giving was observed for a good harvest, bealth and’
peace, and for the King’s confirming to the Colonists
their title to their property, and for his Act of reflgious
toleration. The royal confirmation of owr fathers’
claim to their possessions, which they feared might be -
digregarded, as their Charter was gone, and as Andros
had tried to have them pay quit rents, must have been
a source of high satisfaction to them. The King’s act
for religious toleration, though contrary to what they
had been accustomed, was a relief to them in their pre-
sent circumstances. Andros did all he could to pro-
mote Episcopacy, and put down Congregationalism.
Randolph, his prime agent, had written to the ' Bishop
of London, desiring.him to send over able Episcopal
ministers, and said, ¢ but one thing will mainly help,
. *Ips. T.R. tProv. P: t 1st Ch. R.
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when no marriages shall hereafter be allowed lawful,
but such as are made by ministers of "the Church of
England.” Indeed, Andros and his coadjutors seemed
to take pleasure in striving to overthrow the civil and
religious institutions, around which the affections of our
ancestors were entwined.

v 1688.

Jan. 20th. Wm. Brown sen. died, aged 81. He was
the youngest son of Francis Brown of Brandon, Suffolk,
England. He and his first wife, Mary Young, came to
Salem 1635. She died 1638. Hemarried Sarah, daugh-
- ter of Rev. S. Smith of N. Yarmouth. He kept store
1639, and was then granted 80 acres of land. He and
his wife Sarah became members of the Church 1648.
He sustained various offices in town. He was often
Selectman and Deputy to General Court. He was an
Assistant under the Charter, and at his decease was
nominally of Governor Andros’ Council. It appears,
that, however he was more for surrendering the Char-
ter to Charles II. than having it nullified in a Court of
law, yet he was too much of a patriot to countenance
the arbitrary measures of Andros. Randolph indirect-
ly compliments Mr. Brown, in our view, by the remark,
made May 1687 : ¢ His Excellency has to do with a
perve’rselav})eople. There is none of the Council at hand,
cxcept Mr. Mason and myself, Mr. Brockholt and Mr.
Usher, who appear lively for his Majesty’s interest.”
Mr Brown became one of the commissioners to try
small causes, 1678, and Judge of the County Court,
1679, and so continued for years. He paid 1-10th of
the expense for the meeting house, finished 1673. He
gave £100 to Harvard at its foundation, and left for it
£150 more. “ He gave besides £100 for poor schol-
ars,” probably to the same institution. He left £50 to
the poor, and £50 to the Grammar School of Salem;
£50 to Charlestown school, and ¢ other sums for pious
uses.” \/ Two sons, William and Benjamin, and a-
daughter Mary, wife of Wait, son of Governor Win-
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throp, sarvived him. He had lost a son Joseph, preach-
er at Charlestown. The deeds, influence and charac-
ter of Mr. Brown were such, as to have rendered his
life desirable, and his death much lamented.

*May 3d. Mr. Lawson appears to have ceased
preaching at S. Village. He settled in the S. Society
of Scituate, whence he took his dismission 1698.

f.]ul:le 12th. The Town Cage and Stocks are to be

id V .

Sept. 18th. A house is to be repaired ¢ for the en-
tertainment of the poor of the town.” :

1 Aug. 5th. Jacob Allin and‘Wife, for attending the
meetings of the Friends, and professing themselves to
be of their denomination, are dealt with, but their ex-
communication delayed. John Gedney sen. died, A 85.
He was admitted an inbabitant 1637. He and his wife
Mary joined the Church the same year. He was grant-
ed 80 acres of land, and became freeman 1638. . His
second wife was Catherine. . He had children, John,
Bartholomew, Sarah, Eli, and Eleazer. He served as
selectman. He was of a reputable character.—§ 24th.
Gov. Andros, who had been commissioned to unite
N. York to his jurisdiction, issued a proclamation from
that Colony, for Thanksgiving to be observed there
Sept. 2d, and in other parts out of N. York, Sept. 16th,
for the birth of a son to James II. The birth of this
prince was the signal in England, for resisting the des-
potism of the King. His subjects generally concluded,
that they would bear with his policy, as long as he liv-
ed ; but to think of having such policy prolonged by
bis son, was too much for them. They invited the
Prince of Orange over to take the throne. He landed
in England Nov. 8d..

Oct. 17th. Nathaniel, son of Increase Mather, died
bere. He was born July 6, 1669 ; graduated at Har-
vard 16856. He was a noted scholar for hisage. He
had begun to preach privately.

*Dan.R. tT.R. $I1stCh.R.  § Hutch.
11



1689] 250

-*Nov. A quantity of military stores were taken by
order of John Palmer, lately made Ch. Justice of Su-
preme Court, from Salem. They belonged to J. Hig-
ginson, jr., and John Webb & Co. They were carried
to Governor Andros in Boston.

1689.

+ Feb. 28th. Themas Maul proposed, that a month-
ly meeting should be held at Lynn. This proposal
was accepted. -

I March. Sir. Ed. Andros, Attorney General Gra-
ham, Sect’y West, and Judge Palmer called on Rev.
Mr. Higginson. Gov. Andros was on his way to Bos-
ton from Pemaquid, where he had been to suppress In-
dian hostilities. His soldiers had suffered much from
the cold. He asked Mr. Higginson’s opinion on this
question :—Whether all the lands of N. E. did not be-
long to the King. Mr. H. answered him, after being
solicited, in the negative. He stated two reasons, by
which the colonists owned their lands ; 1st, By right .of
just occuﬁation; 2d, By right of purchase from the In-
dians. Here he remarked, that our ancestors, having
lived sixty years in Massachusetts, took care to treat
with the Indians, and satisfy them with valuable con-
siderations for their land. He said, that he himself had
certain knowledge-of such a fact; that having learned
the Indian language when young, he was employed by
government and various Plantations, as an interpreter
in treating with Indians about their lands ; and that this
being done, the townships and particular persons’ land
were settled by General Court. Mr. H. then proceeds,
« therefore I did believe, that the lands of N. England
were the subjects’ property and not the King’s.”  Sir.
Edmund contended with Mr. H., that the lands were
his Majesty’s, because he had given them by Charter
on conditions, which the colonists had violated. He
then appealed to those with him, to know if what he
said, was not law. Mr. H. replied, that the King had

* Prov.P. tT. R¢ Prov. P.
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no other than a Popish right to N. England territory ;
that the Pope had granted the West Indies to the Span-
iards ; but that Protestants denied.the validity of sucha
grant. Sir Edmund said at last, with much indignation,
¢ either you are his subjects, or you are rebels,”” intima-

. ting, that, if the people would not yield their lands to
the King so as to take a Patent and pay rent for them,
they should be treated as rebels. The foregoing was
the testimony of Mr. H., as requested by General Court,
after Sir Edmund was displaced.

- * April 8th. News having arrived, that the Prince
of Orange liad landed in England to put down the au-
thority of James I1., an insurrection took place in Bos-
ton and adjacent towns, against Gov. Andros and his
supporters. Mr. Bradstreet and several Magistrates,
who were put out of office, 1686, and other principal
men, advised the Governor to give up his authority and
the fortifications, lest the people should assault him and
his friends. Among the Magistrates, who gave this ad-
vice, were Wm. Brown and B. Gedney.—19th. Some
require, according to the order of Sir Edmund, that
John Pipon surrender the Castle, as the ¥Fort had done.
20th. K:r. Bradstreet, some Magistrates and others
resolve themselves into a Council of Safety. Messrs,
Brown and Gedney were of this Council. Others, in-
vited to be of their number, amodg whom was John .
Hathorne, approved the advice given to Sir Edmund.
The Council appointed Simon Bradstreet their Presi-
dent and Wait Still Winthrop to command the militia.
They also dismiss some officers, who commanded the
Eastern forces.—22d. The Council order the Rose
Frigateto send her sails ashore. They provide a room
in the castle for the persons, who were made prisoners.
23d. A committee of four, of whom was Mr. Gedney,
are raised to search into any designs, injurious to the

ublic peace. Mr. Gedney is appointed Colonel of

ssex Regiment. The Council authorize Capt. John

Higginson to receive of Thomas Offley, Collector of
* Col.R.
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Salem, two bbls. of powder and the public money.
24th. Col. Gedney is instructed to dispatch a messen-
ger to Pennicook to ascertain the number and situation
of the Indians there ; to concert measures for securing
Hope Hood and other hostile Indians.—26th. A com-
niittee are raised to examine Fhemeas Dudley’s papers.
This gentleman was seized at Narraganset. He was
brought to Roxbury 29th, and confined to his own
house. That he might be attended by a physician, he
came to Boston 30th, 4and was guarded in the house of
John Eyre.
- May 2d. The inhabitants of every town are desired
by the Council of Safety, to send one or two discreet
persons to Boston the 9th, to give advice in present
exigences. Boston was allowed to have four delegates
for this occasion.—~7th. The Council observe a Fast
for direction.—9th. They and delegates from the
towns assemble. Messrs. Brown, Gedney and Hath-
orne were of the Council ; and John Price and Jona.
Curwin were of the delegates from Salem. Messrs.
Price and Curwin were chosen here the 7th, and then
received instructions from this town, which say : “Do
humbly present their desires, that the Honoured Gover-
nor, Magistrates and Deputies, chosen 1686, would
(having always respect to our dependance on the Crown
of England, and tlie obligation we lay under by the
late declaration, before surrender of jast government)
re-assume our Charter government, by taking theit
glaces and forming a General Coutt, as soon as possi-
ly may be, unto which we shall readily and cheerful-
ly subject ourselves, and be always assisting to the ut-
most of our power, with our lives and estates as for-
merly.”’~—10th. The Delegates approve the measures
of the Council. They vote that the persons, who com-
osed the General Court in 1686, and were dissolved
y the King’s commission to Mr. Dudley, shall constis
tute the government of Masssachusetts, till anotret
élection. There were nine, of whom was J. Hathorne,
who dissented from this vote. The reason of such dis-





